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19 October 1886

Holland, Michigan

Kommer Schaddelee published another article in De Grondwet This one was entitled "Not
Listening to the Timely Advice of The Late Rev. A. C. Van Raalte, D.D." He quoted a statement
made by Van Raalte from the minutes of the consistory of First Reformed Church of 13 October
1873: "Membership in the Free Masons is not, in itself an adequate reason to excommunicate a
person. For that, there would need to be sins committed because of membership in the Free
Masons, such as breaking the moral law. Otherwise, Classis will ever give its approval, and I, for
one, will oppose it as long as I can." He referred to the alleged "arrogance" of Elder Teunis
Keppel.

In Dutch; translation by William and Althea Buursma.
Original in the archives of Calvin College.

October 19, 1886
DE GRONDWET
Not Listening to the Timely Advice of
The Late Rev. A. C. Van Raalte, D.D.
By Mr. K. Schaddelee
Ill
It is not so long ago that we were first informed of the fact that the late
Dr. Van Raalte, at a consistory meeting of the "First Church" on October
13, 1873, addressed the consistory members in a powerful speech on the
question of "Free Masons" who confess the truth and whose public life
and actions are not in conflict with their confession. He discussed
whether such individuals can be tolerated in the church.
The following is a translated extract from the minutes of the meeting of
October 13, 1873:
Among those who were present was Dr. A. C. Van Raalte. He spoke for
a long time.
The ground and purpose of his speech was this:
"Membership in the Free Masons is not, in itself an adequate reason to
excommunicate a person. For that, there would need to be sins
committed because of membership in the Free Masons, such as,
breaking the moral law. Otherwise, Classis will never give its approval,
and I, for one, will oppose it as long as I can."
Perhaps the reader has the same reaction I did. I had a need for
knowing the reason for such a powerful speech to the consistory.
The solution concerning this was given to me, and appeared so very
acceptable. The informer said to me: "You know that Brother Keppel
always is pushing something or other."

-2"The consistory at that time was dealing with a particular Free Mason
case, and the action of Hope Church with such situations also was part
of the discussion. Brother K. drove his viewpoint about this case
stubbornly and strongly, so that finally Dr. Van Raalte spoke in a fairly
comprehensive fashion about the matter in question."
From our point of view, we fmd in this a reason to believe that Rev. Van
Raalte would not have spoken so strongly to the consistory if he had not
been driven to extremes. Driving is pursuing, and is not appropriate in
the religious arena.
The Jewish shepherds did not drive their sheep but led them. Jesus, in
figurative language, speaking of "my sheep" also does not speak of
"driving," but that he "leads" them. Under the banner of being serious
about the cause of the Lord is the work of the sly destroyer of men.
If the consistory, in a timely fashion, had taken to heart this warning of
Rev. Van Raalte, namely, not to fall into extremes in the matter of
church discipline re the "Free Masonry question," then the congregation
would not, a few years later, so obstinately have driven at Classis this
discussion concerning this opposition to Free Masonry, but, with other
congregations, would have been more moderate.
Also, the congregation would not have ultimately separated from and
broken with the Dutch Reformed denomination.
The consistory would then not have been removed from office by a
higher church body.

-3That this deed of breaking is the result of a wrong zeal is, for me at least,
made very clear later. Also, what arrogance of Elder Keppel, when he,
as the authorized representative of the congregation at the fall classis of
1881, said: "But we shall see if this not the work of God which we are
doing."
What an expression! It is inappropriate for any person, but especially
for an elder.
The expression in our judgment borders on
presumptuousness. It is worse than the impulsive action of Uzzah, when
he attempted to save the ark of God from tipping over into the ditch.
P.S. Next week we will be saying something about the seal of
disapproval which Rev. E. Bos, aware or not aware, set upon this
breaking apart of his congregation.
P.P.S. A friend recently alerted me that here and there, in Christian
circles, it was said that it would be ignoble on my part if I, as a former
member of the consistory of "First Church," brought anything to the
attention of the Christian public that been discussed or spoken about in
the consistory meeting.
I heartily agree with that. That would not only be ignoble but low, and I
declare that such is not my intention to do. I have abundant material at
hand for additional grounds for proof.
Holland
William and Althea Buursma
September 20, 2006

